SPADETEST SoilDoc - Form

Not all parameters are present/visible at all times - Field:

Crop, temporary or permanent grassland, growth stage, prior crop:

leave these boxes blank.
Use the explanations and sample images for more

Date, type and depth of last tillage:

detailed information on filling out each block. Coordinates:

] Photo

Terrain: [] Flat []Slope []Hollow [] Hill Crest .....% Slope Angle

The spade test is not reliable in dry conditions
(In-hand compaction check or tensiometer values

between 15 and 40 cbar)! Comparability:

% area affected

] Representative area [_] Problem zone,

Problem description (only if Problem zone is ticked):

SOIL SURFACE: Assessment of condition

o GROUND COVER (radius 1 m)

@© NATURE OF THE SURFACE

remove)

(if soil is bare or cover material is easy to

Soil type*: [] Sand** []loamy sand** []sandy loam
[J Loam [] loamy clay [ clay** [Jvery silty (> 50 %)
[[] peaty/organic (humus > 10 %)

* if known, e.g. from soil or laboratory samples, manual test, etc.

** for very clayey/very sandy soils, there are adapted tools on the back and more
information in the assessment document (document 4)

OBSERVATIONS DURING THE EXCAVATION

(If necessary, specify with your own notes)

SPADE TEST SOIL SAMPLE TYPE: Assessment of properties (each layer separately; adapted scale for very clayey/very sandy soils on reverse)

[J Uncovered/bare soil [] Aggregates intact, easily recognisable, permeable surface [] Stones
] Covered with plants (cultivated plants /meadow/weeds..)to . % | [ Aggregates partly washed out, surface nevertheless rough/uneven ,

. ] G Plough pan, depth ... , thickness ...
[ Covered with mulch / manure / compost / crop residues to .. % [] Aggregates washed out, surface silted, compressed, less permeable

[] Closed crust, deposited sediments, compacted, very poorly permeable )
undecomposed crop residues, depth ...
0@ und d dues, depth

General
Remarks: [l G Rust stains or grey-greenish colour tones, depth .

] G Earthworms (individuals / ducts / faeces)
(] Difficult to dig, soil penetration impeded

[] Bad smell/odour

e
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Haute école
spécialisée bernoise

FiBL

Funded by the Federal Office for Agriculture, FOAG.

@) Agroscope

The method was developed in co-operation with numerous partners
and on the basis of known spade test methods.

For more information visit our website.
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